
Tips and Tricks to a
Successful Entry



AN AWARD SAYS 
TO THE CUSTOMER

YOU ARE THE BEST
AND YOUR COMPANY IS THE BEST



AWARDS ARE LIFES “REPORT CARD”
FOR THE DESIGN PROFESSIONAL



AWARDS = PUBLICITY

PUBLICITY = NEW CLIENTS
Almost every remodeling client is 

a first time – One Time Client



COMPARED TO PAID 
ADVERTI$ING

DESIGN AWARDS ARE A SCREAMING 
BARGAIN!!





YOU CAN DO 
THIS!

Whether it’s a large project or 
something unique







FIRST, YOU NEED

GOOD PROJECTS!



TIP #1
GOOD PHOTOGRAPHY 

IS 
ESSENTIAL!!!













TIP #2
PARTNER WITH A WINNING TEAM!!

Contractor, architect, interior designer
You all share in the award!



The Magic of Before & After



WHY YOU SHOULD 
ALWAYS SHOOT 

VERTICALS 
AS WELL AS 

HORIZONTALS!



Many magazines are more than happy to use your 
photography; it saves them money



Other Uses for your Photography….



TIP #3

THE WORSE YOUR BEFORE PICS, 
THE BETTER THE AFTERS WILL 

SHOW!





BEFORES & 
AFTERS

Need to be opposite each other, 
but don’t need to be same size



BEFORES, 
(DURINGS), 
AND AFTERS



BEFORES WITH 
CAPTIONS

Help focus the judges attention on 
features you want them to notice!



HIGHLIGHT SPECIAL FEATURES



Celebrate 
and Market 

you wins!





FINAL TIP
DON’T GET DISCOURAGED IF YOUR ENTRY
DOESN’T WIN THE FIRST TIME YOU ENTER IT

RE-ENTER IT NEXT YEAR, BUT IN THE MEANTIME, 
FIND OTHER PROGRAMS IT MIGHT DO WELL IN



OTHER LOCAL AWARDS
PEAK (NKBA)
CARE (HBA)
MAME (HBA)

CRYSTAL (ASID)
ARCHITECTS CHOICE (AIA)
MAYORS DESIGN AWARDS

5280 
COLORADO HOMES



NATIONAL AWARDS
QR REMODELING MASTER 

AWARDS
PROREMODELER DESIGN 

AWARDS
REMODELING DESIGN 

AWARDS
KBDN DESIGN AWARDS
K&BB DESIGN AWARDS

ARDA (aibd)
CHRYSALIS AWARDS

BUILDERS CHOICE
NKBA NATIONAL CONTEST



CARE AWARDS 
JUDGING CRITERIA

Strength of design ideas
Aesthetic and market appeal
Sensitivity to existing structure

Appropriate use of existing building elements
Function and flow

Craftsmanship
Overall presentation and compliance with requirements



QUESTIONS
How many awards do you need to win 

To be called “an award-winning  designer/builder”?

You can’t win ~ if you don’t enter
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